
August 8, 20 II 

Chairman Juli us Genachowski 
Commissioner Michae l J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Mignon C lyburn 

Federal Commun ications Commiss ion 
445 [th Street SW 
Washi ngton, DC 20554 

Regardi ng: WT Docket [ \-65 

Dear Chai rman Genachowski and Commiss ioners: 

CITY of HA YTI 
P.O. Box 552 
Hayti, Missouri 63851 

Phone: (573) 359-0632 
Fax: (573) 359-0732 

As the Mayor of Hayti, Missouri, I am very fam iliar with the challenges that rural communities face when it 
comes to educati onal opportun ities, health care options and economic development. In terms of havi ng access to 
state-of-the-art techno logy. rural communities arc often left behi nd . Thi s technology gap mllst not contin ue ifwc 
are go ing to succeed as a nation. 

In this year's State of the Union Address, Pres ident Obama spoke of the need to connect every part of America to 
the d ig ital age. Hi s goal of deploy ing the next generation of high speed wireless coverage to 98% of al l 
Americans is a very ambitious goal. The potential for universal broadband holds tremendous prom ise for 
everyone, espec ially those of us liv ing in a rural community. 

The proposed AT &Tff -Mobile merger has th e potential to bridge the technology gap that rura l communities like 
Hayti current ly face. Advanced wireless and broadband enabled technology could open thc doors to 
advancemen ts in educat ion, health care and most importantly, job creation. Students and educators from allover 
the world could be connected for a more enhanced learning experience . Telemed ic ine cou ld bring specia lizcd 
pract ices to rural communities to provide better health care. Geography and size would no longer matter as a 
mob ile broadband network would give sma ll businesses the tools they need to com pete with metropolitan areas 
and larger companies. 

I am very proud to represent the City of Hayti. I also know that steps must be taken to increase accessib ility and 
expand the availab ility of technology so that Hayti has th e opportun ity to grow and thrive. I urge you to consider 
the bene fit s th is merger will have on rural communities and approve th e transaction. 

S incere ly, 

4~ 
Bobby Watki ns, Mayor 
C ity of Hayti , Missouri 


